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May	1,	1940	

Dear	William:	

	 It	was	a	great	relief	to	receive	your	cable	with	the	news	of	Betty	

Lou’s	return	home.	The	turn	of	events	have	evidently	been	serious	enough	

to	penetrate	her	consciousness	and	not	hearing	from	us	makes	her	

realize	what	might	happen	in	the	future.	I	am	enclosing	a	note	to	her	

which	I	hope	you	will	send	her	so	that	she	may	get	it	before	leaving	for	

home.	Also	a	page	from	her	letter	which	arrived	yesterday	and	being	an	

impartial	observer	you	may	be	able	to	help	her	with	her	problem	–	and	I	

know	that	it	does	worry	her	unduly.	After	all,	it	is	unfortunate	to	take	out	

one’s	hate	and	spite	on	children	who	are,	in	a	way,	the	innocent	victims		
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of	circumstance.	

	 Everything	here	is	progressing	as	usual.	Janie	is	in	the	“throes”	of	

another	wedding,	exams,	etc.,	while	your	dad	and	I	pursue	the	even	tenor	

of	our	Mays.	Last	Sunday	afternoon	we	stirred	up	our	unused	muscles	–	

not	to	mention	rheumatism	–	by	planting	some	300	glad[iolus]‐bulbs	in	

the	garden	at	your	farm.	We	are	hoping	to	go	to	Havana	to	the	

International	Rotary	Convention,	sailing	on	the	“Kungsholm”	from	New	

York	on	June	6,	and	remaining	in	Havana	for	five	days.	We	both	look	

forward	to	having	a	really	wonderful	time	–	and	we	shall	–.	

I	do	thank	you	from	the	bottom	of	my	heart	for	all	your	kindness	

to	Betty	and	I	know	that	you	will	see	that	she	is	safely	aboard	the	

“Washington”	–	and	be	sure	to	warn	her	to	be	“careful”	–	you	can	you	

know.	I	speak	from	experience!	Take	good	care	of	your	own	self	and	we	

anticipate	a	letter	from	you	in	the	near	future.		

With	love	

Sarah	

	

[Written	on	previous	page,	upside‐down	at	the	top:]	

Be	sure	to	show	Betty	a	good	time	when	she	is	in	Milan	–	

	a	note	from	your	“Pa”	who	is,	as	usual,	sleeping	–	(hallway)	

I’ll	reimburse	you.	
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